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,be astonished by their ignorance of the negro and
their blindness to actual conditions. They went
with an ideal negro in their minds, and at first, they
treated the negro as though he were their ideal of
what a negro ought to be. The phases through
which the majority of these teachers went were
enthusiasm, doubt, disillusionment, and despair.
Some left the South and their charges, holding that
conditions were to blame rather than their methods;
but others were clearsighted enough to realize that
they had set about solving the problem in the
wrong way.

Beginning with the assumption that the negro
was equal or superior to the white in natural en-
dowment and burning with resentment against his
"oppressors," they attempted to bridge the gap of
centuries in a generation. They were anxious to
bring the negro into contact with the culture of the
white race and thereby they strengthened the con-
clusion to which the negro had already jumped
that educational and manual labor were an im-
possible combination. Then, too, in order to
prove the sincerity of their belief in the brother-
hood of mankind, they entered into the most inti-
mate association with their pupils and their fami-
lies. Some of them, we know, were compelled to